
Long Island Math Fair 

Six of our middle school students 
competed in the Long 
Island Math Fair at  
Hofstra University.  
All of these students 
had been selected by 
the judges at the semi-finals to be finalists!         

   After the students each gave a 15 minute presentation and 
were questioned by the judges, the judges chose this year’s 
medalists.  Joe Sgalardi and Greg Kramer won bronze med-
als for their research on Statistics and Global Warming. 

  Colin Quinn won a gold medal for his project on Hockey 
Statistics.  Pamela Wegener, Caitlin Ialenti and K.C. Alvey 
won gold medals for their work on the Torus Tryptic and 
Trigonometery. 

  Congratulations to all who competed in the fair! 

     Sixth Grade 
Recreation will take 
place from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
on May 14th, and 21, June 

4th and 11th.  
Basketball, 
Volleyball, 
Ping Pong, 
Chess, Board 
Games, Elec-

tronic Basketball and Nok-
hockey will take place in the 
South Gymnasium.  At 4:30, 
students will exit at the 
Cherry Valley Avenue exit 
where the crossing guard is 
stationed. 

Dear Parents, 
  A misconception that parents some-
times hear about middle level phi-
losophy is that schools make life “too 
easy” for students; that our egalitar-
ian vision homogenizes students’ 
gifts and differences as we strive to 
support students on the path to suc-
cess.    
  But, this is not the reality of middle 
level philosophy.  We know that stu-
dents need opportunities to stretch 
themselves, to strive to reach be-
yond their current level of perform-
ance.  Therefore, we must help stu-
dents recognize that  failure to meet 
a short term goal is not defeat but a 
learning experience.  Our role is to 
keep doors open for students. 
  The key is to ensure that when stu-
dents stretch themselves, it occurs  
within an environment of caring and 
support.  And, if in spite of our best 
efforts of support, students do “fail,” 

we need to provide them with en-
couragement as they start anew.  
This is the essence of our ap-
proach — always providing new 
beginnings!   
  Within an atmosphere of warmth 
and support, students will have 
opportunities to grow emotionally, 
physically, socially, creatively and 
academically.  Failure will not be 
seen as threatening and our stu-
dents will thrive!  
  Students will learn soon enough 
that the world can be a hard place—
but, our school does not need to be 
as we prepare our students to face 
the world.   
Best wishes, 
Peter Osroff 

Principal’s Message —  
“The truest help we can render an afflicted man is not to take 
his burden from him, but to call out his best energy, that he 
may be able to bear the burden.” — Phillips Brooks 
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Special points of interest: 
 Our 8th Graders will have a 
special “Moving Up Day” with a 
trip to Jillian’s following the 
moving up ceremony on June 
4th. 

 Our 7th Graders will have a Pool 
Party on June 24. 

 Our 6th Graders will have a Field 
Day and Breakfast on June 21. 

  Test anxiety affects many students.  A student 
studies for an exam and seems to understand the 
material.  Then, test results come home and the 
grade is disappointing.  Perhaps it isn’t what he 
studied, but how he studied.  

WHAT STUDENTS CAN DO 
*set aside a quiet place to study  
*set aside study time when you are well rested 
*study smaller amounts of material over a longer 
period of time 
*find common features about the material such as 
comparing and contrasting, sequencing events, 
etc. 
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Announcements 

If your plan is for  1 year, 

plant rice. If your plan is for 

10 years, plant trees.  If your 

plan is for 100 years, 

Educate children.-Confucius 

EXPLORATORY 
GRADING- 
  Following input from the 
School Improvement Team 
and the Site Based Team, 
we will institute changes in 
our elective grading policies.  
Next year, while grades for 
elective classes will be 
counted for the cumulative 
average and will be in nu-
meric grade format, alternate 
day courses (electives, 
Tech, H&C, Music, Art)  will 
have their grades weighted 
as .5  (1/2) to reflect the re-
duced time and workload as 
compared to daily courses.  
Physical education will con-
tinue to be graded as 
pass/fail.   
 

 
 

  Over thirty professionals, composed 
of parents, neighbors, and school staff, 
met with many of our 6th grade stu-
dents as part of a CAREER FAIR.  
Students interviewed representatives 
from government, television and com-
munications, education and admini-
stration, medicine, law, cosmetology, 
and service industries.  
 
  The Career Fair was such a great 
success that next year we will extend 
the fair to the entire 6th grade.  We 
thank all of the parents that gave of 
their time to share their careers with 
our students.          

FAMILY TREE AND HOUSE AND 
HOME PROJECTS IN WORLD 
LANGUAGES            
  Mr. Strauzer’s 7th grade French and 
Spanish classes completed a unit on the 
family by preparing and presenting, 
“Mi Arbol Genealogico,” and “Mon 
Arbre Généalogique,” Family Tree pro-
ject.  Students were allowed to create 
either an authentic or fictitious family tree using PowerPoint, 
Poster board, or Construction paper booklets..  Students used 
their favorite celebrities and cartoon characters in their innova-
tive projects.  They prepared a script  based on previously ac-
quired material congruent with New York State “Checkpoint : A” 
Learning Standards for Personal Identification.   
  Mr. Strauzer’s 8th grade French students gave presentations 
which included videotaping parts of a house.  These students, 
using Computer Assisted Design, then built replicas or posters.  
Specific guidelines were provided according to NYS Learning 
Outcomes for World Languages and required memorization, reci-
tation, and correct grammar topic sentences. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
HARDSHIP FUND–  
  The Student Council 
has established a Middle 
School Hardship Fund to 
help meet the educa-
tional needs of students 
in our school.  Parents 
that are unable to have 
their children participate 
in an academic activity 
or program due to finan-
cial hardship may send a 
confidential letter directly 
to the attention of The 
Principal, Mr. Osroff.  A 
small committee of par-
ents, teachers and ad-
ministrators will review 
the request and approve 
the distribution of funds. 

New Electives for 2004-2005 
1. Criminal Justice 

2. History and Hollywood 

3. Intro to Psychology 

4. Sports and History 

5. Introduction to Law 

6. Keyboarding 

7. Problem Solving in Mathematics 

8. Sign Language 

Student Government: 
  Next school year, rather than 
having council elections, stu-
dents will undertake leadership 
roles through rotating committee 
chairperson positions.  This will 
better ensure that dedicated stu-
dents have increased opportuni-
ties to undertake leadership 
roles within our school.   


